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Thus Governor Eden" commlssmners cfafe, “We have oun
;\lav FTRTTR vrvbt\,un.‘v Uuiltuun W UG d iUunlngll (n iut— L\igr
fork -of tive South branch of the Potomac.” The- very firs
step was to seek for the fountain having the greatest rela-
tive extent to the vest and upon this survey, a plat wag

n'mr‘o’ on which the
¥

m sl
e

n and south branches arelaid down
shan

with 2 meridian ru aning ihrough the head of each, and the
‘meridian through the head of the south branch, is l.pwards
of twenty miles more west, than the meridian 1hrou h the
“head of the dorth branch in fact by taking the first xGUi‘atalﬁ
of the north fork of the soum branch, as the first fountain of
_Potom'ao, to be within the meaning of the charter, you give
to the grantee the greatest extent of eminent domain, “and
ailow 1o his gram ihat construction most beneficial to him
as directed in the 22d seciion. But if you make the first
'.fountam of .the north branch, the first fountam of Potomac,
Jvu dimiaish the quanm_{ and ‘extent of the eminént doimain
nearly half a million of acres; contrary to the mamfest inten.
tion ofthat section, and i njurious io ihe Baron of Baltimore,
“"To avoid all mistakes or miscopceptions in regard to the
‘¢laim‘of Lord Baltimore, the commissioners in thelr report
‘informed Governor Eden, “‘at the Spl'll’]g‘ we proceeded from,
wve made ‘2 small wall oi stonec around it, ané covered it
witn a large broad stone, on which we cut the Ietiers C. L.
“ B"’ 'The initials ‘of the name and title of his Lordship’ 8,
n' stone in ‘perpetual memory of his claim and
nning of his commlssmners—a new county is also men-
ed, and all this did noleven receives protest from Lord
Fairfax ‘o‘r,Vn* inia, and indeed was virtually acknowledg-
ed by the latt or in the tweaty-first article of her Consiitu-
ticn made ab ut five years alterwards. Grants for land al-
50, were alierwards made, south of the north branch from
the Land oﬂice under-the Pr Op etory Governor.
5th. If the coumrv nOw in moputo, between V nginia and
Maryland, was o1 .b.nall part of the eminent domain of Lord
Baltimore, it has beyond dispute been vested in this state by

virtue of hxs charter. How lkas Virginia then, it may be

--a‘eked acquxred a right to claim it as belonging to her? Nei-
tner the Old- Proprietory government, nor the government
of this state,since the Revolution, have at any time parted

‘,u.

with it by ahenatlon. and it is equally clear to your commit-
irginia can have no claim to lt by us ucaptlon and
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